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SUBJECT: U.S.-PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: CONGRESSIONAL 
SUPPORT 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF A QUOTE JOINT PRESS STATE- 
MENT END QUOTE ISSUED BY SENATORS SPARKMAN AND CASE 
FOLLOWING A BREAKFAST MEETING WITH MINISTER BOYD WHICH 
AMBASSADOR JORDEN ATTENDED. NINE OTHER SENATORS INCLUDING 
THE MAJORITY LEADER ATTENDED. 

2. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT - A SIGNIFICANT SIGNAL 
OF A SENATORIAL WILLINGNESS TO APPROACH THE PANAMA 
PROBLEM NOT ONLY CONSTRUCTIVELY BUT IN A BIPARTISAN WAY. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE. IN THE COURSE OF THE PAST COUPLE OF 
MONTHS, WE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE SENATE FOREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
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THE ISSUE OF THE PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER, SECRETARY VANCE AND PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
AQUILINO BOYD. 

FROM THESE DISCUSSIONS IT IS CLEAR THAT THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO SEEK THE ABROGATION OF THE 1903 
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TREATY AND THE NEGOTIATION OF A NEW AGREEMENT TO GOVERN 
THE OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND DEFENSE OF THE CANAL. THIS 

DECISION IS IN KEEPING WITH THOSE MADE BY THE THREE 
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS OF PRESIDENTS FORD, NIXON AND 
JOHNSON. 

THE PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE A BI-PARTISAN ISSUE 
AND IN A BI PARTISAN SPIRIT WE FULLY SUPPORT THE NEGO- 
TIATING EFFORT. WE BELIEVE IT IS IN OUR NATIONAL 
INTEREST TO DEVELOP A NEW TREATY RELATIONSHIP WITH 
PANAMA AND WE ENCOURAGE THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO 
BRING THE NEGOTIATIONS TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION AT THE 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

WE WISH TO MAKE IT CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT OUR ENDORSE- 
MENT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS AN 
AUTOMATIC ENDORSEMENT OF A NEW PANAMA CANAL AGREEMENT. 
WE WILL JUDGE ANY NEW AGREEMENT ON ITS MERITS AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEGOTIATING GUIDELINES APPROVED BY 
THE 94TH CONGRESS: 'ANY NEW PANAMA CANAL TREATY OR 
AGREEMENT ... MUST PROTECT THE VITAL INTERESTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE CANAL ZONE AND IN THE OPERATION, 
MAINTENANCE, PROPERTY AND DEFENSE OF THE PANAMA CANAL'. 

WE EXPECT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO SEEK CONGRESSIONAL 
ADVICE AND CONSENT WITH RESPECT TO THESE GUIDELINES AND 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO A CLOSE. CONSULTATIVE RELATIONSHIP 
DURING THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. END QUOTE. 
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